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Greg Williams 
Madison High School 



iAchieve	  at	  Madison	  High	  School	  

World	  Café	  	  
Bringing	  Student	  Voice	  Into	  the	  
Achievement	  Conversa:on	  



















Lessons	  Learned	  

• The	  First	  Ques:on	  is	  the	  Most	  
Important	  



Natalie Carter  

Silverado High School 





One step closer to UNITY! 

Brick by brick the walls start to crumble! 



Sharing! 

Listening! 

Understanding! 

Building Small 
Communities: Feeling 
Safe! 



  Cross	  the	  line	  if……	  

…you like the Lakers? 
…you think you are a good dancer? 

…you have been bullied? 

…you have bullied someone in this room? 

..You have tried to hurt yourself? 

…this is the first time you have shared this information with someone? 



Students propose to change the 
culture at Silverado! 



Struggle! 

Success! 

Celebrate! 





“It’s breaking down our emotional ways and building new friendships and courage.” 

“A lot of people were going through the same stuff as me.”  

 “It’s about unity, honest, and building hands.”  

 “That it was the greatest experience ever! Everyone should go to it and open people’s eyes letting them know they’re not alone.”  

 “Change, connection, and loving others.”  



Kevin	  wrote	  to	  me	  
from	  last	  year’s	  
experience	  with	  
BDW.	  He	  came	  in	  
my	  office	  crying	  
&	  crying……it	  
really	  touched	  
his	  life.	  	  He	  asked	  
me	  if	  he	  could	  go	  
again	  this	  year.	  

	  “I	  never	  knew	  hearing	  the	  story	  
of	  strangers	  would	  make	  me	  
want	  to	  change.”	  

“Yesterday	  was	  the	  best	  day	  
I	  ever	  had	  at	  Silverado	  
because	  no	  matter	  who	  you	  
are,	  how	  you	  dress	  or	  act,	  
you	  walk	  in	  a	  room	  where	  
everyone	  is	  equal	  &	  no	  one	  
judges	  anyone.”	  

“Whether	  it	  was	  crossing	  the	  
line…	  seeing	  someone	  pour	  
all	  of	  their	  emotions	  out	  and	  
having	  trust	  in	  someone	  they	  
met	  earlier	  that	  day…	  I	  feel	  
like	  I	  made	  a	  lot	  of	  friends	  &	  
made	  me	  change	  how	  I	  am	  to	  
strangers.”	  





Linda VanKirk 

Paloma Valley 
 High School 





One student from every club on campus 

One student from every team 

One non-joiner 

Who they are: 



Truly representative 
     

A cross section of the entire campus 
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•  Recruit a few students, then have  
    them speak to staff 

•  Show a power point like this at a department chair  
   or staff meeting 

•  Send an e-mail 







Drug Awareness:: 

Video with former drug users who lives have been irreversibly 
       changed due to drug use 

Lunch time activities relating to alcohol impairment  

PE Activity using straw to simulate emphysema 

Students don colored shirts throughout the day representing those 
who have been affected by drug use-different colors for  different  
consequences 

Follow-up activities throughout the year to include finding your 
 natural high and PSA announcements by students. 



Angela Amarillas 

CHKRC 



Angela Amarillas  
CHKRC Program Manager 
S3 Technical Assistance Specialist 



 Statewide Lending Library 



Did you know that 
everything in the  

CHKRC collection  
has been reviewed for 

scientific accuracy, 
pedagogical quality,  

age-appropriateness,  
and efficacy in teaching 
skills to promote health? 

Rad. 





Online Trainings for 
Professional Development 



School Health Laws  

Really?! 
That’s legal? 



www.californiaafterschool.org 



Angela Amarillas  

510.670.4587 

amarillas@californiahealthykids.org 



Alyse Pivovarnik 

Victor Valley  
High School 



Link Crew: 
Building School 
Connectedness 
Presented By:  
Alyse Pivovarnik 
Victor Valley High School 
apivovarnik@vvuhsd.org 



About Link Crew 
 High school transition program that links 

juniors and seniors with freshmen 
 4 Components 

  High School Orientation  
  Academic Follow Ups 
  Social Follow Ups 
  Leader Initiated Contacts 



Leaders in Training 
 May Development Day 
 2-day Summer Training 
 Academic Lesson Trainings 



Freshman  
       Orientation 
 Class unification 

  assembly 

 Link Crew bonding 
  student led small 

groups 



Academic Follow Ups 
 2 Link Leaders present in freshman classes 

  Builds presentation skills 
  Allows more regular interaction between Link Leaders 

and freshmen 



Social Follow Ups 
 Events allow Link 

Leaders to interact with 
freshmen in social 
situations 



Leader Initiated  
Contact 
 Facebook 
 Text Messages 
 Phone calls 
 Twitter 
  In-person 



Challenges 

 Connecting all freshmen 
with leaders 

 Keeping Link Leaders 
engaged  

 Time 



Triumphs 
 Student led freshman 

orientation 
 Link Leaders are excited 

and eager to meet 
freshmen 

 Link Leader initiated 
contact with freshmen 

 Ownership of Link Crew 
and positive change on 
campus 



Thank you!! 



Dr. La Theia Black 

Pasadena High School 



Student Achievement Leadership 
“Leading A Legacy” 

Pasadena High School 
Dr. La Theia Black- S3 Counselor 

Mrs. Lori Touloumian – Assistant Principal 
Mr. Gilbert Barraza – Principal 

Ms. Ann Rector – Grant Coordinator 



Need for S.A.L. 
•  2011/2012 CHKS, CSPS, CSCS 
•  Student, Staff & Parent needs 
  -increase school spirit 
  -teachers want to feel respected 
  -balance academics & school 
involvement 
  -parents want to be connected 



S.A.L. Responsibilities To 
Teachers 

•  Welcome back to school pump-up rally 
for teachers (with band & cheer) 

•  Deliver birthday cards daily/monthly to 
staff 

•  Work with teachers to support the at-
risk freshmen student(s) 

•  Monthly thank you to teachers  
•  B.I.O.N.I.C day treats  



S.A.L. Responsibilities to 
Students 

•  Welcome back first day of school curb-side 
celebration (with the band, cheerleaders, & 
Fall sports) 

•  API target score awareness 
•  Make posters for campus events 
•  Execute  pump-up Wednesday lunch time 

events wherein students win movie tickets for 
participation 

•  Host football tailgate social gatherings 
•  Sponsor monthly movie events 



S.A.L. Responsibility to Parents 

•  Attend PTSA monthly meetings 
•  Built a SAL facebook page for parents 

to be kept in the loop 
•  Weekly notices are put in the daily 

bulletin 
•  Communicate with registrar to post 

information on PHS website 



“+” school programs   
“↑” academic skills 

•  Student Achievement Mentors (4th & 7th prds) 
  -34 10th-12th grade students 
  -freshman summer orientation 
  -every freshman has a mentor 
  -meeting with freshmen occurs on Wednesday 
during advisory 

•  Safe Schools Ambassadors (4th prd) 
  -36 10th–12th grade students 
  -mentor the sophomore students 
  -mediators/conflict resolution 
  -campus beautification 



IMPACT 
•  Integrity 
•  Motivation 
•  Passion 
•  Achievement 
•  Commitment 
•  Tenacity 
Any person on campus can be impacted 



What Empowers S.A.L. 
•  Seen as leaders 
•  Top fb, vb, & bb player in program 
•  Feel equal to ASB 
•  36 students represent one or more of 

the 45 clubs on campus 
•  Wear black polos on Wednesday, Red 

superman student achievement tee 
shirts on spirit day, and have a lime 
green SAM tee shirt 



Challenges with S.A.L. 
•  Counterpart ASB 
•  There’s no more space to add more 

students 
•  The Renaissance rally for the entire 

school and the coordination 



Express Gratitude 
•  Mr. Barraza – Principal 
•  Mrs. Touloumian – Assistant Principal 
•  Ms. Rector – Grant Coordinator 
•  Mrs. Ward – Rancho Cucamonga HS 


